cess 1o culllng cdge facilities — is
almost ceriain to be based in Pen-

W

Baslcally, the centre will pro-
vide facilities for small 1o wm
eiterprises anid rnwl

dation. This will include starl up
office apace for companics

suites. We are. particulard
ested In ereating an online post

BECONG-

¥ inter- 1

will allow video 1o be sent via the
internet.

“We have been workin dnnll_{
wilh the Digital Fmﬂwﬂlmllm
as we have members in common.

The Media Centre for Cornwall

e Mr Bealtie.

with’'s Inet
currently
Mr Beattie said it was hoped that
the centre would be able lo start
offering some services by the nid-

Plans for state of the art media centre in Penwith

ASTATE of the arl media centre part
Tunded by Objective One cash looks
sel to be established in Peawith -
with the Abbey Warchouse being
touted as a potential home.

Arca Plan - is
ng constrocted.

Tim Beattie, co-director of the “The right venue willalso include  They support us and we support e of 2002, with the actual eentre
Media Centre For Cornwall projeet,  a public space for flin screenings, a  them. being completed sometime in 2003,
told The Comishman the centre — - gallery and rﬂ"“ﬂ a coffee bar. “Abbey Warchouse 1""M"“" “It is a very excliting time,” added
wiiich will eventually offer small to “There will also be specificmedia  identified as a possible site, but we 30 g e “and we have had alot of
medium sized media companies ac-  related faelliies such as ediing  are also Interested In some others,

support and interest from Penwith
Disirict Council, which is trying to |

Lo h:‘:s‘f. tal editing suil ﬂﬂugggmm'cmmc&ﬁ :'lrum i e
“Penwith already has a signif- “This sort of dig ting suite  port from Corn
icant eluster of small media related  will enable people o do a finished  Falmouth Colleye of Arts, Comwali  The Medla %mb:n{ln?&l::ﬁs
anies und enterprises. We cur-  edit = and would be the only facility  College, Truro College, South West et A llmlllﬂf'-‘ 'A' < rihorrp ol
rently have our office In Knights  of its kind his side of Bristol, It li Arts and the South West Film Coun- zsmmd“hml H;ﬁ ;ajr:neimn e
Court in Penzance - and there are  very culling edge and would mean  cil. i i e ot ihe
three production companies based e bullding would have 10 be wired The initinl for the centre mw P bscri
in the same bullding as us. This is  for digital communication via dbre  will need ng to tune of arou ' i ez
one of the reasons we need amedin — optic cables, This will give the cen-  §750,000 and o bid for Objective  For  more  information  call
centre,” said Mr Beallie. tre broadband width access, which  One cosh — which fits in with Pen- 383866,
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B More businesses set up in Penzance for ease of IT access

of digital community

Centre

by Max Channon

Stalf reporter

THE Digital Peninsula Net-
work is continuing to act as
the hive from which local
businesses can access the IT
honeypot.

Hot on the heels of lirms like
Evergreen and Microcomms, more
businesses are setting up shop In
Penzanee, to be cloge to the DPN's
network centre In Bread Street,

Among the latest is Content
Team Online, a local business
which makes training materials -
which can be dellvered over the
internel from its webslte at
wiww contenlleamonline.com.

Cathy Lake, who started the busi-
ness at her West Cormwall home,

told The Comishman that Content
Team Online provides vocational
tralning, tuitlon in E-commarce and
teaching materials for formal qual-
Nieations like AS levels and NVOS.

The business is now beginning to
take off, so much so she belleves
Content Team On Line will become
one of the most respected Lralning
providers in the UK.

Cathy says thal DFN has played a
malor part in this success,

“Through DPN [ got 1o know an
awlul lot of people with varlous tal-
ents — which enabled me to work on
bigger projects,” said Mrs Lake.

“It has really taken off since Christ-
mas and 've geen a huge Inerease
In lurn over,

“I'vee got aboul seven Ireelancers
working for me and one full time
employee.

“I was originally worklng from
home but it had got to the stage
where | needed an olfice.

[ started ‘hot desking’ at the
DPN cenlre. That means you don't
have your own desk but just log on
to whatever computer Is lree.

“I have found the centre a really
uselul place for holding big meet-
ings and meeting people in general.
People |ust drop in and | have made
many contacts there that | could
work with immediately,

“Also, i you come across a small
technical query there Is usually
samebody around who can answer
it. There is a real sense of being In
the thick of t and there are so
many people in DPN with so many
different skills. You learn a lot and
it really is an excellent place 1o be
starting a business from.

“I've been involved with the DPN

stnce it began and always lell con-
fident it would take off.

“Last autumn | realised it was
time to make my move and ['m de-
lighived It has gone so well so qulck-
Iy, added Cathy.

DPN chalrman Tim Dwelly was
keen to pass some of the credit for
Penzance's emergence as Corm-
wall's IT capital to Penwith Council.

“Only two years ago there were
just 12 of us who met once a month
for Informal meetings = now we
have over 175 business members,

“It is no longer wishlul thinking Lo
say that Penzance Is the centre of
Cornwall’s digital community = It Is
areality.

"One of the Important {actors in
this has been the support of Pen-
wilh District Council and its excel-
lent IT strategy,” he added.




